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clearly wished to be together, and to realize this wish would have re-
quired a considerable body of land which by themselves they would have
found it very difficult—if not impossible—to locate and acquire, espec-
ially since the Priestleys had already taken up most of the only available
land there. Moreover, it seems clear that the pantisocratists fully intended
to avail themselves of the opportunity presented by the Priestley
settlement.

By September 22, 1794, the actual plans for pantisocracy seem to
have been drawn up and its members were held back only by lack of
funds. By this time, too, the form of contracts mentioned by Coleridge
in carlier letters appears to have been known by talk and letter. In
general, they followed the directions for settlement laid down in Cooper’s
Some Information. “By all means,” wrote Coleridge to Southey, “‘read,
ponder on Co[o}per, and when 1 hear your thoughts T will give you
the results of my own.”?® The pantisocratists seem to have gone even
further, by setting up a schedule of activity for the colony. They would
have included provisos that the produce of labor beyond what was
necessary to support the colony—in other words any surplus—should be
laid up in common for the use of all. Leisure hours were to be spent in
study, in the good library of books to be collected, and in liberal dis-
cussions. Plans for the education of their children were already laid
down. And the employments of the women were to be the care of infant
children and other occupations suited to their strength; at the same time,
the greatest attention was to be paid to the cultivation of their minds.
Finally,

Every one is to enjoy his own religious and political opinions,

provided they do not encroach on the rules previously made, which

rules, it is unnecessary to add, must in some measure be regulated

by the laws of the state which includes the district in which they

settle.80

In July of 1794, three months after Joseph Priestley had left Eng-
land for America, Coleridge and his college friend Hucks went on a
walking trip in Wales. By then, enthusiasm for the scheme of panti-
socracy was at its peak, with Coleridge writing,8! . .. T have positively
done nothing but dream of the system of no property every step of
the way since 1 left you . .” In the same letter, Coleridge wrote of
preaching pantisocracy and aspheterism with such great success that on
one occasion two huge fellows of butcher-like appearance danced about

79 E. H. Coleridge, Letters of Samuel Taylor Coleridge, 2v., Boston and New
York, 1895, I, pp. 91-92.

80 Mrs. Henry Sandford, Thomas Poole end His Friends, 2v., London, 1888, I,
p- 99.

81 B, H. Coleridge, Op. cit., I, p. 79. To Southey, July 16, 1794.
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